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t And above all theze things on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectners”OoLoontans b1 14. 


Is order to have a correct view of the nature and 
aim of christianity, it must be contemplated in 
- more aspects than one. It must be re not 
only as @ 8ublune theory of moral and religious 
truth, in which the character and government of 
God are clearly illustrated, his will plainly reveal- 
ed, and the destiny of man disclosed to the eyes 
of faith 5 but, as a system of the -purest morals, 
and of the happiest practical regults, in its bear- 
ings upon the character and interests of man. 

ere is the chief glory of our holy religion. It 
aims to elevate the condition of our whole species; 
to exalt human nature in the scale of moral ex- 
cellence, and to promote, *on earth and 
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among the christian virtues; it is the greatest 0 
them all, and is called * the bond of perfectness. 

That the true meaning and force of the text 
may appear, some reference must be had to the 
immediate and illustrative context. 'The phrase, 
© above all these things,” refers to what the apostle 
had just been saying, to virtues which he had pre- 
viously recommended as essential to their ny. 
ness. What things? The two verses preceding the 
one under consideration will answer this question. 
© Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering ; forbearmg one 
another, if an man have a quarrel against any ; 
even as Christ forgave you, 80 also do.ye.' 

Here the christians are called * the elect of God,” 
that .is, the chosen of God, those whom - he. bad 
called from the darkness of heathen idolatry to 
the 8alvation of the gospel. The Jews, who were 
formerly the chosen and beloved of God, had been 
cast away, and the Gentiles were now the: elect 
and beloved. This election refer® only to the 
priviliges of the gospel on earth ; and not as too 

, gupposed, to the future concerns of 
mankind. There is no election. spoken of in the 
scriptures, as I read them, which alec 
of men in another world, The Je 


{ed to be the ancient people of God, a « 
eratio awed pag Hor ood ; and tl 
of christian- ted to the and glorious  Priviy 
wading to this profound ond tis then tha the Jews of the grace of God. They. were choe- 
to exclaim with the devout apostle—'O the en unto good works which God had- before-or- 
of the riches, both of the wisdom and know]  dained that they should walk in them. 
of God? $7 Fs { He therefore exhorts them to put on bowels of 
| He who would 8ee the whole glory of the chris- | mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
tian 8ystem. mils learn to view it under these | longsuffering ; and to forbear one another, and 
two aspects. He can never es 1 forgive one another, even as them. 
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and | spirit. But if all men ought to prac 


In the words which I have chosen to direct our 


much more should * the elect of God, the, 
ptofessed disciples of Christ. They must have 
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these gualities in hore "6 mble their Master, 
The apostI& exhortsithera - 6 forgive ope; anaths 


er even as Christ forgaye them. And how_did | 


Christ forgive them ? Freely ; Cr_—_ ; freely 
by the grace of God. Unagsked, Jesns had dissolved 
the chains of sin ; opened the prison door of death 
and released the captive. from his bonds ! -- He 
loved 8inners when theniliboce his enemies, .and 
became the propitiation for their sins—yea, and 
the'sins of the whole world! Christians, there-- 
fore, should have the same disposition toward 
their enemies, which Christ manifested toward 
those who were enemies to him. No man should 
ever indulge a spirit of ill-will toward a fellow be- 
ng, for” it is a sin of no- ordinary magnitude. 
He that hateth his brother 4s a murderer ! Christ 
forgaye all his enemies ;- and even on his biterest 
foes, his crucifiers, he inyoked the mercy of God. 
Father,” he aid with his last breath, * forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 

But, essential as were all these virtues, there 
was 8omething of still 'greater importance, and 
withont which, their christian character would be 
incomplete. And what was that ? It was charity, 
the bond of perfectness.* 'This virtue 1s the 8wm 
of all moral excellence, and of all christian per- 
fection. A man may understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and have all faith, so that he could 
remove mountains, but without charity 'he is 
nothing. - Hence, the apostle 8ays—* And above 
all these things put on charity which is the bond 
of perfectness.” 

Bnt why 8hould the apostle insist with euch 
na; wr emphasis upon the virtue of charity ? 

he reason is obvious. Charity, or what is the 
s8ame thing, love to God and many is the perfection 
of the new covenant, and the 8um of all moral 
excellence. It is the 80urce of all the virtues 
which ennoble the human character, and which 
gpreud peace and joy through a christian commu- 
nity. All the graces which ornament the wise, 
and the pure m heart, derive their being 'and 
nourishment from this heavenly principle. It is 
the centre of all the benevolent affections ; the 
nucleus around 'which the whole bright train of 
virtues and graces cluster, -and from which they 
borrow all their resplendent charms,” "This bein 
_— 18 easily een, why the” apostle shon] 
ittach such” 8ingular importance to the virtue 'un- 
der consideration. He wished to'see his brethren 
clothed in the beautiful garments of christian ho- 

1689 and love. He was ingpired with a holy 
ambition to advance the interests and glory of 
the Redeemer's grace in the world, and to present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus. He therefore 
exhorts them to pnt on that charity, which *is the 

nd of perfectness.? | | 
"Phe "importance 'of the duty here* inenleated 
wilF not be-questioned by any one, A+ more-ex- 
_— | | none Ly: NE Ges roma 

wplation, orlurg r human practice. Every 

md,” and expecially every tvowed discip: X 

| Should comply with this *exhortation.; -an@' 
H@#hotwld do it withont delay. Fornone will pre-" 
t#nd'that they are as Charitable as they might be,' 
nor-as 'they onght' to 'be. Tf there are any who 
have attained the perfection of this virtue, they 
tave taken good care to conceal the fact from the 
rest' of the world. That there is a difference 
in men, and*that some have more charity than 
others, T make no doubt ; butthere are few, if any 


whayu the -most eharitables estymate, < a not 
be und langtably | ficient In the virtue 

I know, indeed, that this is called a, liberal age. 
There ey be 8ome truth in this remark.  Com- 
pared with 'some former periods;the present is un- 
questionably an age of liberality. Both the -sen- 
timents and feelings of men have assumed a more 
mild and generous aspect. Men's hearts expand 
with their views. There may, perhaps, be some 
exceptions to this remark, but in general it will be 
found that as. men become. enlightened, they be- 
come charitable. But let us not run- away with 
the notion-that-the-world is incapable-of further 
improyement;. | We. are not; as: charitable as we 
imagine, He who will look around him on the 
christian, world, -on, churches, 8ocieties and de- 
nominations, and notice - what 18 going on-there, 
will discover. how httle cause there is:to boast 
of the liberality of the age. He will find among 
all orders of men a painful destitution of the vir- 
tue of charity. - Let us not think, therefore, that 
the text was addressed to men'who lived in a bar- 
barous age, and, can have no just application. to 
thoge who live in these happier times, Por every 
candid man must acknowledge that 'the exhorta- 
tion, * put on charity,” was never required to be 
enforced with greater faithfulness and energy, in +» 
any age of the world, than at the present. 

But what are we to understand by putting on 
charity ? Before I answer this question, however, 
it may be well to define the term charity. Itis a 
very common word, and at first thought the at- 
tempt to define it may appear altogether superflu- 
ous, - It will be 8aid that every one who has the 
least acquaintance with language in general, must 
know the ' true signification of the term charity. 
But 1] apprehend that this is not the fact. $So far 
from it that but few, comparatively, can give you 
tho meaning it bears in the holy scriptures. "The 
ordinary use of this word confines its 81gnification 
to simple 'almegiving. In common parlance it 
exPre886s8 little else than works of benevolence; 
deeds of kindness' to the indigent and distressed. 
But in 8cripture it is nsed in a higher 8ense. Here 
it means love, love' to' God and love to man, which 
is the fulfilling of the law and the bond of per- 
fectness.” That such'is the g8criptural import of 
this word is evident from the OI ich'it 
is-employed in the following verse.” Though I 
give all my goods to feed the , and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing.” All must see that 
if the word is taken in its common acceptation, it 
will involve the apostle in a plain contradiction. 

The word charity then, as it occurs in the Bible 
denotes love. | This is its meaning in the epistles 
of St. Paul, and 'of course in the* pagsage under 
examination. Tt denotes'a principle of pure love ; 
it wkindness; it is benevolence. "Tt isthe- love 
of G6, as the Father arid/friend of alFhis moral 
po gane the 16v6 of Ull-men' agour brethren. 
In'God; this" p1 "15 infinite. His love or 
charity ericireles” all- his works ;-and being un- 
changeable andeternal, mugt invariably and for- 
ever 8eek the highest intereets of the whole world. 
This: one. thought 'renders the doctrine of end- 
less misery an "abeolute 'impossibility.” As cer- 
tainly' as God's charity extends 'to all mankind ; 
and this'none will: dispnte, no- moral being can 
Suffer eternally. Why? Becange his Jove will 
eternally prompt him to confer , upon all his off- 
Spring all possible good; and hence the conclu- 
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gion follows; that all ' will be the" aybjects of his) 
redeeming and sanctifying grace. '®"- 3g 
Having: ascertained' the' meaning of the word- 
charity, the text may'be unde! this!” * And 
above 'all'these thing! ae ont» Rhein is tlie” 
bond of perfectness. o put on love; means to 
cultivate and cherish this heavenly disposition:' 
The language is figurative. To put on bowels 
of merc1es, 8ignifies to' cherish''a merciful 'spirit! 
And to'put on-charity, is to clothe ourgelves; as'it" 
were, in the divine garment of love. 'It'is to 
8e89 1n- our 8gouls the highest degree of benevo- 
lence toward all mankind. Tt is to will the happi- 
ness of all men, and to act in conformity with that 
sacred desire. I cannot better express, what ap- 
pears to me the true meaning of the apostle, than 
to 8ay, love God with all your heart,” and your 
on as yourself, Tt is this dispogition which 
fulfils the moral law; This is the gum of all mor- 
al excellence. This is the only bond of perfec- 
ness.” 3 | | | 
To put on charity, 'then;' is but another form of 
expres8on for assuming the 8potless robes of true 
religion, © What is religion but love ? that charity 
which 18 the spirit, as well as the'end of the com- 
mandment? -TIt is'the whole'of pure and undefil- 
ed religion; for charity 'or love, correctly speak- 
mg, includes all' the virtues, all the social and 
religions duties of -hfe. It comprehends love to 
God and all beings ; love in its highest perfection 
and'gtory. 'To put on, or to come ander- the 'in- 
fluence 'and dominion of this:principle, is, ts cher- 
ish at all times'a sentiment” of good will toward 
all men, and in all our intercourse with the world, 
to have in view the' glory and feheity of our fellow 
beings. - He: who possesses this principle can nev- 
er be actuated a by feeling of hatred 'toward any, 
but will 'ever do to others as he would have others 
do to him. | 
Now, if we look aronnd on the christian world, 
we 8hall discover bur few traces of this- heavenly 
principle.” If one might judge from the conduct 
of professed christians, he would suppose that 
they had put-on hatred, rather-than love. Do they 
alive in friendship and peace? "Have they elothed 
themselves with bowels of mercies? Do they 
exercise a 8pirit of kindness, forgiveness; forbear- 
ance?- Are they disposed to'forgive, rither than 
regent the ' offences which in the presentcircum- 
*tances of human” nature * must ''needs come ? 
Let the internal commotions; tie seeret animosi- 
ties, the clamour_ and'eontention which prevail th 
the ' christian'world answer these questions.* The 
fact is; professed' christians' are 'Jamentably defi- 
cient in this” virtue: "Their actions prove it. 
They are condemned by their 'own "testimony. 
They do not love' 6nie another} much "less' thoge 
who hold # different-faith.”' Where is the love'of 
those who live in constant discord and "etrife ? 
Can love' or- charity dwell in the hearts of those 
whoge *months" are filled with wrath-and curses, 
on who pour forth'a flood "of bitter' petgonal in- 
vective on all that differ from them? "Alas! 8vch 
know not what ' religion” is.” They think "them- 
ovlyes the Jinck 
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oP alous of 'good works'; *but, 
| th nner of 'spirit they are'of.” 
descendeth' not from 
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"this "How is it that 'men/ who 


of Christ ; his chosen' ones; | and 
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be ao destitute of the" virtues -which it 80 warmly 
and powerfully mnculcates? Are they sincere in 
their *professions? It would be uncharitable to 
deny this; and yet,if they'really-possessecd  a:re- 
ligion' of” love, they would manitest its” fruit” in' 
their lives; 'The' tree-is known by its fruit. "Such 
people may think that they cherish the-true 'doc-. 
trines of 'the Sorof God ; but in truth they-are 
influenced by the falss and corrupt systems of 
men. 'They have yet to learn the character” of 
christianity. © They have yet to learn that” the 
gospel is not a religion of partiatity, wrath 'and 
hatred ;- but of impartial Jove, or universal- good 
will. They need tobe unclothed 17a 
upon ; to put off their” old principles; We com- 
mandments'of men, and put on the mild and beau- 
tifal robe of christianity, that 'hatred'' may be 
swallowed up of loye. Never will the human 
family enjoy the blessings of peace and anity un- 
on are clothed in the true spirit of the gos- 
pel.. | | 00 
But'it ie vain to look for the peaceful virtues of 
christianity in the conduct of those who hold sen- 
timents at war with its fundamental principles. 
Such cannot be expected to'manifest” a'christian 
Spirit. 'This'exhortation does not/belong to them. 
Those who profess a religion, which breathes ha- 
tred and wrath; must not be expected to:put on 
the virtue of impartial love. 'They cannot do'this 
without violating the ' principles -of their faith; 
Their allegiance to their -creeds will not, permit 
them to love all men as brethren, but the” contras 
ry. It 8urely cannot be their duty, nor happiness 
to love those, whom, as they belheve, God g! 
To snch I may not address the text. Bee | 
'This-exhortation-belonge- to those who-profess 
the pure andliberal principles zof- the: gospel of 
Christ, -It applies -to those - only  whose-genti- 
ments are es8entially 8uch as the gospel approves 
and sanctivns, For none others can comply with 
the requisition. St. Paul did not address this ex- 
hortation to Jews and Heathens ; © but 'to Chris- 
tians ; to those who had embraced-the doctrines 
of God's illimitable grace and salyation. ;'To'8hch 
men it was ; men who had given-up the vain 8ys- 
tems of human invention/ for a religion all-peace 
and love, that the apostle delivered the text. 
And it'is to men of this description, who | hold 
the faith once delivered tothe saints, that I'would 
now 'speak.” » We; my brethren, aboye-all-other 
men” ought to put on charity, - Ours:18/a-re n 
of love; esgentially, emphatically 80.» It; 
peace and good will to the world. It. tells us-that 
God'is the' Father and Friend of all; that his.love 
/is boundless, encircling every creature; and: 
mands us to love 'all 'men as: brethren, : Now, 
have we cultivated the'spirit, and in our lives ex- 


hibited'thevirtues, of this pre-eminently glorious 
faith ?\/-Or-is there the! saine moral 
Ws 
They 
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among-us'as among those of = lessliberal | 
d :0a6tagk; have Universalists as much charity 
as others? No, But have they mare.?+,'T 


_ to transcend-all othek men'in the 
[Fe yr Sat rant wer 1n the purity.of they 
' in the ardor of their zeal to! promote: 

eat good of mankind. - If 'we love those only. 

love us; what t6\we more than others ?. Do not 
 those of a different faith the-8ame ? The! charity 
which ws are 6xhorted to'put oh” is not- of -this 
partial and -exclusive "character: '' It-is, a love, 
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8hould-| which throws it#arms around the world,- and re- 
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joices to cal] all men brethren; whoge far-reach- 
ing desires extend to every crea the kind and 
the unthankful, the evil .and the good. For the 
distressed and needy, it has *bowels of mercies ;' 


| 


for all men, *kindness' Toward an enemy, it |: 


feels no desire of revenge, but is *long-suffering,” 
It never commits an injury 3 and when Ky ay 9; 
knows how to forgive. { {t'beareth all 

lieveth all things, hopeth all things, _— all |in 
things ; and never faileth.” 

Such is the charity or love, which should adorn | na 
the followers of the Divine Savior of the world. 
It is a principle which thinketh no evil ;- which 
geeketh her own; but which steadily and 
eternallſKims to promote the highest good of all 

Have we, my brethren, put on this 8a- | 
cred virtue? Do we love every creature? Or 
do: the feelings of anger and ill-will, at times, take 
up their abode in our hearts ? I fear that this is 
but too frequently the case. But let me remind 
you that the religion which you profess strictly 
forbids all bs and unkindness; commanding 
you to put on charity which is the bond of per- 
fectness. 

Put on charity in your families, that it may 
burn perpetually on the altar of domestic affec- 
tion, and diffuse its gentle radiance upon the 
minds-and hearts of your beloved children. As & 
aociety of christian brethren, let charity cement 
|< res be the bond of your ever-growing per- 

Put on charity toward those who profess 
« different faith, and toward the whole world! 
« And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful, 
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BEWARE OF THE SERPENT. 
© Latet anguis in herba.'—V1Rs., 
* There's & serpent in the grass.? 

The propriety. of that passage of scripture 
which makes the tempter « serpent, is to my mind 
extremely apparent. Whether the serpent who! 
sednced our first parents from —_— of perfect | 
obedience to the commands of was satan | 

many - learned and worthy divines have | a 


th 
LEE 


bimoelf, as 
d, it is not my province here. to decide. 
== _ coo nd to «rn 
— namel SONS an daug ters 
| Adam are much in the game wah. 


even to the bottom of th 
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we "concen ph may - 
| atm ou pleage, and that, too with 
good reazon ; or eac man's mind a garden where- 
spring all manner of beautiful nts and flow. 
ors and there I 8ay, in the world or-in the mind 
eard distinctly the hiss of Th | 
and he e charwod woe of the tem Habi 
thought. or dais gerpent-lk 
infold LE with the gripe of a wt 
when once fixed, are ip of» Pan an 
yo4 \— Lava of the fabled Ran 
7b _ hf von UNSU8- 
unfelt, and it is roggnnty 
not until too late fins at we become aware. of 
deadly influence. | Often, like Paul rally” Melita 
a man found a viper clin 1i 
him could he e © 0. Sto has folt fs 
fixed upon his vitals and the sting pie like & 
dagger deeper and deeper into his 'goul, and in 
the agonies of pain has striven to his 
tormentor, but in yain. 'The wound was, made, 
the poison infused, the serpent slowly wreathed 
fold after fold around him until every limb: was 
bound, every faculty deadened, Aotghs earthly hope 
destroyed. . Let us beware then, of the serpent! 
Young man, *beware of the gerpent ! Life may 
8eem to you & way of flowers, and it is truly 80; 
but there is need of good judgment to distinguish 
between the harmless and the neniogs, 4aR of 


much circumspection to avoid the deadly sting of 
the adder that lies concealed beneath the leaves, 
or colled in the very centre of some of life's 
 fairest flowers. You are not exposed to the gecret 
and 8udden bite of the serpent alone, but often- 
times will the tempter present himgelf. 
in his true form saying, *take, eat and 40s, W 
ware, remember it is the serpent wy ; 
a 8pirit of vanity or pride would lead 
ter day and night after night, into tl 
pleasure and dissipation and idlene 
doers would induce you to- plunge into tothe gulf | 
8ensual enjoyments, when & love of praise woulc 
lead ——_— or ok Sky 690 place, whe! 
false shame wou  Feter of.ol 

fe. your ' Lord and ——_ qo ks. ne 
name, Oh, pause, consider os beware of th $or- 
pent. 

Thom, who art liſting the full cup to thy. lips; 

it be merely in accordance with the, w 
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of 8orrow. and 6hame and vain. 


over your soul. Arouse, then; it a eye 

7 TOAD ICIN GS Ins . approaches, 

F iston not. fo a ment to -— oa 
you may be free, y .unharme ; 

, Thou; who-art _— to look with an envious 

eye onthe happiness or prosperity-of others, * be- 


ware 6f the 8erpent.' A more deadly one could 


not have as8iled your peace or striven to corrupt 


the fountains of your happiness. Repel every 
inclination to repine at the providences of your 
| Hooyrwny Father, ALA SORNPAY your D 
more fortunate or aappy N .Y OUrSCITL, 
that it,is but the whisper of a tempter, whiose in- 
fluence if admitted will gradually spread over your 
whole heart, until it becomes entirely embittered 
towards all that bear the name of men. Think 
that if you Suffer yourself to be be uled,') 
ANKOS. of paracies, and though in the 
of soctety and among © nirany, PRrTg as .of cri 


tion, they will be to you as a 
degert; hke Cain, you must 


ear the: 8] 
tremble at the thought of man, and with the seal 
of distrust, and. jealousy stamped upon your fore- 
head, and a fearful serpent gnawing at your heart, 
out. a miserable existence. ware ! 
oung and old, happy and sorrowful, weak and 
strong, * beware of the serpent! Habits, either 
of action/or thought, are serpents, if indulged to 
an extreme, if not carefully examined at the first; 
therefore, watch, scrutinize every proposed action 
or- principle, and 8ee whether it may not become 
ultimately a subtle gerpent, whose. strength can- 
not be conquered, whose sting cannot be cured. 

| S. F. 8. 
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CONVERSION TO UNIVERSALISM. 

, EprTos,—You will oblige a constant rea- 
der of the Universalist by permitting the follow- 
ing communication to appear in its columns. 

Os E. B, 

oy When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 

+ This is the command of our Master. It has for 
time borne with great weight upon my own 
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ighbor as. 
1 Think 


879 


8troyed- my repose by night and my comfort by 
day. But the Lord had mercy.on my wares 
condition. He showed me my error ; and I now, 
in all the strength of my 8oul, bless his holy name 
that he has graciously made known to me the ex- 
tensiveness of salvation by Jegus Christ ; that he 
is the -* Savior: of the world ;' that * every knee 
8hall bow to.him of things in heaven, and things 
'on earth, and things under the earth,” and that, 
*every e shall confess him Lord to the-glory. 
of the Father.” OE” 

- How. plain and full these sacred testimonies 
are, and how numerous are the passages of 8crip- 
ture which clearly assert the salvation of all men ? 
* Alf kings $hall come and fall down bef0te him, 
all nations 8hall serve him. All the ends of the 
world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 


midst | before him.* The Father said to the Son, * Ask 


of me and I will give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession.” Jesus therefore was the 
rightful possessor of all men, He laid down his 
life for none but his own ; till, the divine record 
asSures us that * he tasted death for every man 7 
that * he gave himself a ranzsom for all to be testi- 
fied in due time.” Do not these passages include 
the whole of mankind without a single exception ?, 
In my mind they plainly do; and these, with: 
other scriptures, were the means by which a 
change and wonderful enlargement were effected 
in my sentiments, 

It was not 'on account of 11] treatment by my 
Baptist brethren that I dissolved my connection. 
with them, though this was the cause of my first 
going--to hear the doctrine which 1 have since. 
embraced. On carefully examining the scrip- 
tures, I found they agreed with it; that they 
taught in the most express manner the salvation 
of all men through the grace of God in Chnist 
Jesus. I now rejoice with joy gy mILp as in 
this glorious and consolatory truth. _ 'The more I 
examine it and compare it with the promises of 
God, the stronger and firmer my faith in it be- 
comes. In the enlargement of,my views of the 
gospel, T have felt a great increase of love to the 
cause of Christ, and of smypathy and affection 
for my fellow-men. I can now look upon every 
man as my brother, the child of my Father in bea- 
ven. I can. cordially pity and iy (1 the foibles 
and errors of my whole race. ng men and 
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ren who'are stil] in bondage. T have a brother | or oratory ; but that peculiar tact, which ” D208 
who is 8trong in the faith of the salyation' of: all] the heart' in th6 manner and With the” words best 
men, but who till holds his 8tanding in the Bap-] understood, and most agreeable - to it, united to 
tist church. There are doubtless' many others in'| that directness and zeal, which belohg to 'one no 
the same 8ituation. 1 would earnestly advise and |less convinced himself than he would have others. 
entreat them to come out boldly and give their | to'be. In” general, this talent is very little met 
8upport and public conntenance to the glorious | with -among American preachers, —perhaps, ag 
doctrine in which they beheve. Tt is now eight | little 'in Europe. We hear much of the ardent 
months since TI left the Baptists, and I can BEE _ —_— + ops ETD + Ro oo pon 
Bay that my joy has been greatly increased. ormer, an itfield the Me ist, —much o 
hive no with to go back. I Pr now' 8ay with | cold, and formal morality of Blair, and Paley, and 
opt arp Pars ths :; = penn will —_— among fo mos ment —_— pak nem 
rust and not be airaid. e Lord Jehovan 18 my | auStere, pungent preaching 0 py Wnere 
etrengthpand my song, therefore with Joy will 1 is the rich cp the lofty imagination of the 
draw water out of the wells of salvation.* 'x. B. | venerable Taylor? The pure and 8imple persua- 
Charlestown March 12. 1833. sion of SBaurin ? "The amiable, touching, graceful 
— —— - | eloquence of Massillon? Here and there, in- 
THE GLEANER. pd we _—_ Dwight, and a ED to redeem 
LA : palpit oratory from the sins committe ji. it. 
"QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE MINISTRY. But, in general,” the American pulpit exhibits a 
The following extract contains many just sentiments with lamenta le deficiency in those graces which com- 
respect to the qualifications of a christian minister in the mend themselves 50 strongly to the Frey of the 
present improved state, of society. 'The remarks on the world. Having said that a preacher should be elo- 
lamentable deficiences which prevail among the clergy, quent, I need, scarcely add, that he should have a 
cultivated, if not a learned mind; for he could 8carce- 
even among that portion which has come, forth under. the Iy be the” Friner, without havin the Tang” Iv 
f the. Education Society, are also pithy, aud ſor- * Bercgf erent : — hos... ape 4 the 
por «epi ble | daily ee; however, a host of young men; rushin 
cible. [hey are rather harsh and sarcastic it must be ad- to the' desk, without any other qualification for the 
mitted; but they are nevertheless true. ; They exhibit a | (ak they undertake than 8imple piety. Even the 
a subject of deep regret and apprehension, and which | 44c5tion Society has made some' of the" 8trang- 
ought to awaken earnest and olemn- inquiry into.the cause | vt gojections for the pulpit that coule- possibly 
or causes of such numerous and alarming defects in tbe | hg thgught of.” T will not 8ay they may” not be 
qualifications of 'those who fill one of the most important | qgefy] - because there: is a'large class of socety, 
and responsible stations in ws pm any — _—_— 80 utterly ignorant,'that a polished preacher would 
than any other, ' our repose in life and. hope in death, de- | he-as little fitted to them as a razor to cut blocks. 
pend.” As far however as the writer goes, we heartily | A different state of 8ociety, however, now exists, 
agree with him; but in his specifications' of the items which | from that to which the fishermen of old were com- 
form the 80m of ministerial qualifications, he has 6mmitted | missioned,. Many arts and scjences. have. origina- 
if we mistake not, several of the' very first importance, {ed since ; knowledge has increased a thousand 
and which we deem indispensable to a fitness for the la- | fold; and education has been diffused among the 
bors of the pulpit ; such as—a thorough knowledge of | Many ; there 1s, consequently, at. ired a much 
the doctrine which the Bible inculcates; an intense love higher cultivation of intellect, an much higher 
of it ; and last, though not least, conrage and_ honesty | 2C£quiSItions to give one the same relative ascen- 
enough to make a full and public disclosure of: it. _ But if deney m 80ciety. But, perhaps, BONE who know 
the writer, of the extract , be correct ,in_ his deseription of themselves od be unqualified, way” {9 and beheve 
the lar clergy, we.have. but little reason to, expect that that the Divine Power can supply' their deficien- 
Fa plots 5+» 45k wig Egg My cies. It may, but nothing short' of it ever can. 
ney watt, very anorr'y numaer $36 290ve among me e55en* \ Po those, however, who have" that” piety, *temper, 
tinlquabhcations far the pajpit. — [and-abllity, which, with learning and eloquence, 
©In this country, as it should 'be' every where | can alone fit them for it, what /professjon” opens a 
—_— piety CHAIN ENG qualification for IN BY purer field/of usefulness ?2?—New 
e ministry. Passin is, then, as a gne qua land azine. 8 103 3 I 
non, we may onde pots other requisites for the yy} os * | F 
profession. One of the first requisites for the | '- . -* "GOD'18 LOVE." | 
ministry'is a temper impenetrable by every human | © Pg this truth every thing around and within ts 
passion, except zeal in'the cauge he'professes, and | hears ample and unequiyocal testimony. What 
yet acted upon by every benevolent 'mapulse. His | pat infinite benevolen qutd-haye 


dro rthel og fete 31 thine ore Inf ence cqutd'haye prompted him 
whole life must consist-in the'exercise of Christian | hen' perfectly happy in himself, 46” dn ints the 
charity. His business is to pour oil on the turbid |ygynd «fell of 6 4 yiith 63 Tatts Yirlbty 
waters, and'then lead them in" fortilizing "streams | of worlds 2” What but this could haye catised. 
bes hu pretty ola Red ns | in to'r6ahh ject to! his "dominion 


- 


at he hold omit any ' of: the political and 
Pdoties connected with'civil of 80cjal” life 3 
© neglect of these by good men mugt/be 

uch of that political corrupti 
ateris to make' a ruin of our be itmar an 
blest: | tions ' Another g equi s«ite- LOT $415249 IF 31 Kaba 1 had 
persuasive dloquence.' I'do hot thean mere rhetoric | If sinners'ontice AAA 
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| We have received-2-letter Coven Br. A. Bond of North 
Bennington' Vt. containing a remittance for the Universa- 

list from which we take the liberty of making the follow- 
ing extract. * The cause of truth flourisbes in this vicini- 
ty. A general spirit of inquiry is abroad in = land. Let 
the ſriends of Zion look up and take courage.” We- hope 
our readers will be encouraged and prompted to new exer- 
tions for the advancement of the Redeemer*s kingdom by 
this, and” every similar account of the spread” of correct 
principles in the world. * Such information is truly inspir- 
ing... We do assure our brethren at North Bennington, and 
vicinity that we most cordially congratulate-them bn the 
zuccess of their efforts in the cause of truth, and on the 
flattering prospects before them. ' The knowledge of these 
facts will add new vigor. to our -own exertions. We hall 
double our diligence and fervently pray the captain of sal- 
ration to continue” his widening and onward course; to 
* ride forth conquering and to conquer? in all directions, 
till every beart shall ſeel the renewing power of his grace, 
and * every tongue confess him Lord tothe glory of God 
the Father.* 


New Societies. 


Every week brings us information of the organization of 
new Societies in different parts of the country. The 
spirit of the Lord seems to be every where moving upon 
the-mass of mind and rousing the friends of universal grace 
to more vigorous and concentrated exertions. Recently, 
as we learn by the Magazine and advocate, a 8ociety has 
been formed in Bath N. Y. and another at Nelson Flats, 
These are- examples worthy of imitation. We would 
earnestly urge them upon the attention cf our readers. A 
goodly number of them andoubtedly live in places where a 
8ociety has never been regularly established. We advise 
them to take measures immediately for the performance of 
this good work. + Let them not put it off because they 
are but few in number. . A small as8ociation of intelligent, 
zealous and persevering believers can do. a great deal to- 
wards advancing the cause of their Master in the vicinity 
where they reside. Let them remember that, under the 
direction of the same Master, twelve men from the hum- 


bler occupations in liſe changed the aspect and condition 
the rotgrous world. | 


Dedication and Installation. 

The meeting House recently erected by the * Fourth 
Universalist Society in Boston,* will be Dedicated to the 
One living and*true God on the morning of Wednesday, 
10th of April next. On the afternoon of the same day, 
Brother Benjamin W hittemore will be installed, pastor of 
| the Society. Services will commence, morning and aſter. 
noon, at the usual hours of public worhip. - A third 8er- 
vice will also be.beld in, the evening. Ministering-:breth- 
ren _ EE _—_ to pttend on this 
occasion. ES 43 4) vs A.SLEY 


Wn aa Publication, Second Edition. 

Latest News from Three Worlds, Heaven, Earth an&t 
Hell. The 8econd edition of a work with the above title 
has just been published and is for gale by B. B. Mussey, 
29 Cornhill Boston, nt would, advise all our readers who 
have an inclination & to the whole machinery and 
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management of a modern four-days, or protracted meeting, 
to procure this work and make themselves familiar with 
its contents. It is from the descriptive pen of Rev. Rus- 
ell Streeter, of Shirley Mass. formerly editor of the 
Christian-Intelligencer,in Portland, Me... It tells the whole 
story respecting these scenes. of folly, fanaticism and dis- 
organization. 'The arts, and mancevreings, and absurdi- 
ties, and contradictions which are resorted to on these oc. 
casions are all laid open for inspection. The 8tyle is plain, 
nervous, and admirably calculated to rivet the attention 
and make an abiding impression upon the mind of the 
reader. In some instances, it may appear at firs sight, 
perbaps, rather too severe and sarcastic; but on mature 
consideration it will be found, we apprehend, afpropriate 
to the character of the 8ubject upon which it is ,employed. 
The facts stated in this work may be relied on. The av- 
thor attended one of these exbibitions in person and took 
them down from the actors themselves. 'The - principal 
players, it is true, do not appear to great advantage 5 but 
this little production really contains the most living and 
finished description of a four-days-meeting with which we 
have met, or expect to meet. We are happy to hear that 
it sells rapidly. We hope it will have a wide circulation. 
Indeed we heartily wish it could be read by every man, 
woman and child in our country. _ 


Annual Fasts. 


Another of these holy-days has been observed. But how 
was it observed ? In a rational and religious manner ? 
Was it by a general exercise of penitence, aud self-abase- 
ment, and resolutions for amendment of life? No. It 
was observed, or to speak more properly, profaned, as 
similar days have been for a Jong series of years. | Gener- 
ally speaking, it was devoted to idleness, worldly amuse- 
ments, and dissipation in almost every form. The church- 
es were thinly attended, the bar-rooms and play-grounds 
thronged. AE UP RBES 

'Phe ſact is, these anniversaries have Jost their religious 
hold upon public sentiment. They are no longer regarded 
with a bearty homage to God; but with a sickly respect 
for a custom of the ſore-fathers which, though it was long 
since struck with death, struggles hard to perpetuate its 
existence. But if this custom has become the vccasion of 
more evil than good; if it is obyiously attended by a 
ſrightful preponderance of irreligion and vice, it ought to 
be discontinued. Could our pious. ancestors, as they are 
called, step upon the stage now, and witness :the abomi- 
nations which are committed on one of-our mis-named Fast 
days, and could they not effect a radical reformation inthe 
ſeelings of community with respect to such seasons, we do 
religiously believe they would unanimously regen upon 
their eatire disobservance. 


To Subscribers. 

We will thank gubscribers to give us the aculioat; infor 
mation of any irregularity in the arrival of the oy 
list. A few cases have already come to our e. 
No pains will be spared to prevent a recurrence. 0 F ibew. 
'PThere is, we fear, a culpable-remissness in g01Ne of our 
Post Masters. ED 

Our friend at Boylston is informed that 'we_ haye put 

up the Nos. 'for his son with our. own hand, and 8hould 
they not reach him in due. season,. be will please to ac- 
quaint us with:the fact. The person who transmits- our 
papers. is confident that all the Nos. properly directed, 


have been regularly put into the Post Office 1 in this ety. 


+ 


POETRY, 


D—_— 


(For the Univeraziias.] 


The Infant in Death. 


I have heard the last zound of the infant's breath, 
And its mother bitterly weeping ; 

I have zeen it calmly resting in death ; 
As it seemed to be quietly sleepiog ! 


I was there when the life-stream had stopped forever ; 
And it was silently lying and cold; 

And I felt, when I knew it would breathe again never, 
That its cares were o'er, its time was told ! 


I'saw with pain, that the mother who bore it 
Watched o'er her loved one slumbering there ! 

" She knew that no power again could restore it— 

And heeded no longer our pity or care. 

But 8he ſelt that one eolace, e*en yet could be given, 
To lighte and deep 8orrow ; 

She knew that for her, and loy'd one-in Heaven 
Reunion might be on the morrow ! , 


Weep not then my sister, thy lost one deploring ! 
”"3 ny i 5 he Spore gong 
The hour 800n shall come, its spirit restoring 


To thine in the realms of the blest. I. P, H. 


[From the Token for 1831.] 


The Alchymist. 

Thousands, with anxious cape, have s8ought 

The key of Nature's wealth to find— 
Strange t deep searchers never thought 

The spell of power was in the MIND. 
Would'st be an Alchymist 3 Bebold ! 

The 8un on-yonder cloud: has beamed ! 
Mark the rich hen crimson, gold— 

As 8eraph-robes o'er heaven had streamed. 
And dost'thou gaze with raptured eye ? 

Do angel fancies thrill thy breast, 
And joy, that God has decked the sky 

As *twere a mansion for the blest ? 
Then scale 8ome lofty mountain's height, 

And note-the pleagant places —_—_ 
There dwell thy brothers ! Doth the sight 

Quicken thy pulse's joyous bound ? 
Canat thou, with glad and grateful voice, 

Bless Him who makes man dwell zecure 
Nor covet avght thou seest ? Rejoice! 

Thou hast the golden secret sure ! 8. 


[From the New England Magazine.) 


Js, H. 


Art and Nature. 
The works of haman artifice zoon tire 


desire. 


doth steal 
In 


Io the 1-1-tragh from Heaven 
AE NT Eats, 
Dur mercy i atone the nora Heng: 
It is an attribute to God himsel(; 

And earthly power doth ou show likest 


God's, 
When mercy seas0ns justice. 
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. Ja Lynn, By Rev. . of 
and Miss Elizabeth Law. 
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in this city. She died as 
of a foll faith in the final sal- 
Jesus Christ. Not a fear dis- 


many y' Aa moet 
the first Universalist Ch 
she had lived in the tri 


vation of all men | 
mg; a doubt oy os, « 
n olf borough, on 80th of January last, Mr. 
James Fullerton, in the 77th _ of his age, after a dis- 
tressing illness of six weeks which he bore with exemplary 
patience and resignation. Mr, Fullerton was one of the 
first settlers in W - He was only ten years of 
age when his father removed to that town with his faouly, 
and in one 8hort year his father was no more. An affec- 
tionate mother with a numerous family of small children, 
in an uncultivated wilderness, with only three neighbors 
within twelve miles, was measurably de; on him 
for 8upport. He lived and died on the farm first settled by 
his ſather. With untiring industry he levelled the sturdy 
forest and broke the ztubborn glebe. Where the bear then 
roamed and the wild-cat prowled, flocks and herds are 
now reared, and crop their flowery ſood in good pagtures. 
He was ever a consistent republican ; early imbibed a pas 
triotic love of country, was a 8oldier in the revolution, and 
one of the immortal of heroes at the battle of Ben- 
nington. He was a kind husband and an affectionate 
bildren survive to moure 


upright in all his dealings. 
y of his Maker, and 
to the posses8ion of his mental ſaculties: 
He died as he had lived with a hoge full of assurance, that' 
porroge the grooms immortality of 
the whole human family through mercy of a blessed 
Redeemer, ' ' | bs 
« When ſaith is strong and conscience clear 
And words of the spirit cheer, Þ: 
And visioned glories half appear, 
"Tis joy 'tis triumph then to die. 
Communicated. 
- . SECOND EDITION.  , _ 
JYST Publicbed and for ale at the Office of the Uni- 
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